[Pediculated labial ureteroplasty: an original treatment procedure for ureteral lesions of obstetric origin].
Destruction of the urethra is the most severe complication of pregnancy-related vesicovaginal fistula. Although uncommon in Europe, pregnancy-related urethral destruction is still observed in Africa. In this study we describe our experience with a new reconstruction technique using a pedunculated skin flap raised from the labia majora. Between January 1992 and June 1996 we treated 35 patients in the Urology Department of Niamey Hospital in Niger. All patients were black. Mean age was 18 years and mean follow-up was 19 months. Two plasty techniques were used, i.e. extension (16 cases) and tubulisation (19 cases). Urinary incontinence was treated using a suburethral loop system created using a fatty flap taken from the labia majora (Martius method). Urethrocervico-suspension of the vagina was necessary in 6 cases. Normal micturition with no leakage was obtained in 24 patients (68.6%) and functional improvement in 6 cases (17.1%) Treatment failed in 5 cases (4.2%). In comparison with previously reported techniques, urethral reconstruction using a pedunculated labial flap and suburethral looping system allows successful treatment of pregnancy-related urethral destruction in 70% of cases. This technique is particularly well suited for use in developing countries where occurrence of this complication is most frequent. However even with the greatest skill, creation of a physiologically perfect closure system is currently impossible.